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Richard’s Faith Reflection…. 

November Offerings 
11/1/20: $11,290.00  |  11/8/20: $5,960.17  |  11/15/20: $3,397.00  |  11/22/20: $12,610.00  |  11/29/20: $3,647.00 

Once again we come to a familiar and traditional time of our life where we are still 
conditioning to a pandemic and all of it’s now too familiar restrictions. I am grateful for all 
the ways we have worked together and navigated these past eight months.  In both the 
good and the bad of it, I count it a blessing to make this journey with you! 
 

Perhaps we are closer than ever to understanding the amazing impact of God’s loving us 
enough to send Jesus into our dark and chaotic world. Think about it. The prophecies told 
the people of God to not lose hope even while nothing they were experiencing could 
appear to be encouraging. There were words of promise given for the presence of Hope, Love, Joy and Peace 
that only God could provide. Maybe we are finding that same need within each of us where we are living 
today. 
 

One of the awakenings we have had in the course of this pandemic year is that 
“Home” is our sacred space. We have isolated and adapted to accomplish more 
living in our home place. We cook more at home, shop more from home, teach 
more from home, work more from home, and even play and experience joy more 
from within our home. We are using home more as a sacred space for our 
worship, prayer and charity.  

 

This has expanded the meaning of home 
(where we live) from our community, our 
church, and now back to our family. And for 
the believer, back to the individual heart and 
soul. 
 

This Christmas, I hope you will grow your 
awareness of “home” as the very place 
where Jesus Christ is wanting to be “born”. 
You and I can prepare and create a 
Christmas home for Jesus in our community, 

our church, in our family, and in our heart! His presence is needed in every home 
He can share with us, right? 
 

So make room for your Christmas guest! Join me in making “A Home for 
Christmas” in every way we can. 
 

Grace and Peace, 
Richard Luna 
richard@pleasantretreat.org 

December 
Worship Messages 

(One service @ 11am) 
 

December 6, 2020 
2nd Sunday of Advent 

“Prepared for You” 
Isaiah 40:1-11 

 

December 13, 2020 
3rd Sunday of Advent 

“Something New” 
Isaiah 61:1-4 

 

December 20, 2020 
4th Sunday of Advent 

“Make It A Home” 
2 Samuel 7:1-11 

 

December 24, 2020 
Christmas Eve Service 

“Welcome Home” 
Luke 2:1-20 

 

December 27, 2020 
“It Is No Secret” 

Luke 2:21-40 

mailto:richard@pleasantretreat.org


 We have a lot going on this Christmas season! 
Our youth have been working hard to reach out to the 
community in many different ways, and we continue 
that work this month at the Church Under a Bridge 

Christmas Party on December 19th. We are limited to 10 volunteers this year and our 
spots are already full, but you can still help by donating toys this month and praying 
for everyone involved in the Church Under a Bridge organization. 
 

 We are also working very hard on our Christmas worship music for December 
13th and 20th. The 20th will be a special song by our Triple G Choir accompanied by 
a video of our youth. You won’t want to miss a single week of advent, either here at 
the church or tuned in on Facebook! 
 

 Rani, Mel and I have all been very pleased to have a room full of youth every 
time we get together on Wednesdays or Sundays. These youth (and adults) are 
having a great time together in fellowship and worship. Jeremy and Trish Stroud have 
had Sunday School rocking and rolling now since they committed to leading Sunday 
School earlier this summer. I visit from time to time and they always make it fun and 
end it with a great message. If your youth isn’t in Sunday School, we meet at 10:00am 
in the Youth Room every Sunday morning. 
 

 I also want to thank the parents for going the extra mile to get your kids here 
for youth. Thank you, thank you! We appreciate all of your prayers and support. Keep 
doing what you’re doing because God IS working with the Pleasant Retreat youth!!  
 

-Jeremy  

November  
Memorial  
Donations 

From now until December 13th, we will be collecting toys for the children at 

Church Under a Bridge.  There will be boxes in the Welcome Center and FLC.  We 

will take the toys when we go serve the annual Christmas Dinner.  If you cannot 

bring a toy to the church, you can send in a donation designated for CUAB Toy 

Drive and we will use it to purchase toys for you.  Thank you for always supporting 

this important mission in our community!         -Rani Wiley   

Jim Voit 
Jo Anne Ivy 

Herman Stidham 
Jo Anne Ivy 

Mary Hand 
Jo Anne Ivy 

Sue Lemmert 
Jo Anne Ivy 

Fred & Hazel  
Maxwell 

Laura Benjamin 

J. C. Williams 
Harry & Lea McKnight 

Robbie Ott 

Christmas Hymns and their Story 
  

Each Christmas we enjoy some of our most favorite songs and hymns. Here are a few of them and a 
bit of history. 
  

Hark! The Herald Angels Sing first appeared in 1739 in the collection Hymns and Sacred Poems, 
having been written by Charles Wesley. Music from a Felix Mendelssohn cantata was adapted by the English musician 
William H. Cummings to fit the lyrics of Hark! The Herald Angels Sing, that we sing today. 
  

O Holy Night (Cantique de Noël) is a well-known Christmas carol composed by Adolphe Charles Adam in 1847 to the French 
poem Minuit, chrétiens (Midnight, Christians) by a wine merchant and poet, Placide Cappeau (1808–1877). John Dwight 
discovered this French Carol and translated it into the English hymn O Holy Night. 
  

Go Tell It on the Mountain is an African-American spiritual song, compiled by John Wesley Work, Jr., that has been sung and 
recorded by many gospel and secular performers. In 1907, John published many spirituals, but Go Tell It On The 
Mountain became largely known. Today it is considered a Christmas carol because its original lyrics celebrate the Nativity of 
Jesus. 
  

Silent Night is perhaps the most popular Christmas carol. It was composed in 1818 by Franz Xaver Gruber to lyrics by Joseph 
Mohr in the small town of Oberndorf bei Salzburg, Austria. A broken church organ in the midst of a Christmas Eve midnight 
service presented an opportunity for God to show his creativity. Father Joseph created the lyrics on the spot, brought the 
text to Franz Gruber to create a simple tune. Thus, Silent Night was sung for the first time. After its publication in 1838, this 
song has been recorded by a large number of singers from every music genre. 
  

There are so many more. I hope you are enjoying Christmas music this year.  Merry Christmas to all. 
-Otis  



The Sakolevidis Family 
Jill Seale 

Jeri Lyn Servis 
Beverly Somes 
Dorothy Spath 

Rick Stegall 
Jessica Stidham 

Peggy Suggs 
Brenda Taylor 
Laura Tedford 

The Toro Family 
The Utz Family 

Drew Webb 
Susan Wilbur 
Nancy Wiley 

Betty Williams 
Fred & Kathryn Worthen 

Steve & Kathy Wright 

Address: 417 CR 1143, Tyler, TX, 75704 

Phone: 903-592-7183  |  Website: www.PleasantRetreat.org 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/groups/prumctyler 

YouTube:  https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgOPKchgnLj3rdiF-32XhaA 
 

If you have questions, email the office.  We will do our best to get back to you  

within 24 hours.  secretary@pleasantretreat.org 
 

Church Staff: 

Rev. Richard Luna, Pastor 

Otis Naron, Music Director  |  Johnnie Russell, Pianist 

Jeremy Dick, Youth Director  |  Rani Wiley, Children’s / Nursery Director 

Lindsay Brubaker, Secretary 

Current Prayer Concerns 
Please keep these individuals in your prayers throughout the week. 

Diana & Steve Herring 
Priscilla Holt 

Pauline Isham 
Darian Jones 

Lori & Dane Lewis 
Robin Longino 

Ashley & David McCarty 
Cheryl McFarland 
Shirley McFarland 

Lea McKnight 
Bobby & Katie Niccum 

Lee Overbeek 
Mary Pickett 

Sharon Pursley 
Roger Rowland 

Clyde Rozell 
Nancy Rozell 

Johnnie Russell 

Ann Allen 
Sandra Allen 

Gilbert Arteaga 
Bob Baker 

Bill & Wilma Blackstock 
Elton Cardwell 
Mary Caldwell 
Cami Clements 

Steven Davis 
Don Dickson 

Juan Dockens 
Carrie Donaghey 

Rita Dunn 
Chris Evans & Family 

Stephanie Forbes 
Margaret & Tracy Hall  

PJ Hanke 
Darrell & Margaret Helms 

Christina Henderson 

Please let the office know if you have additions or removals to/from the prayer list:  
secretary@pleasantretreat.org 

For pastoral emergencies call 903-787-0585. 

Sidelined Saints:     
Jim Fairbanks 
Lynda Fowler 

Margaret McFarland      
Dona Wilkerson 

 
Military Personnel:   
Mitchell Moorehead 

Jackson Smith   
Ryan Stidham 
Daniel Westall 

Upcoming Events: 
Sundays in December: One service worship (11:00am) 

Wednesday, December 9, 9:30 am: Mary Helen Carter UMW subgroup  
Christmas Party (FLC) 

Thursday, December 10, 5:00 pm: Neoma Wilkerson SS Class  
Christmas Party (FLC) 

Thursday, December 24, 6:30 pm: Christmas Eve Candlelight Worship 


